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Ed Steward, Co-Founder of American Kuhne, Inc.,  
Dies at 61 

 
(American Kuhne, Inc., Ashaway, RI, April, 2011)… It is with great sadness that 

American Kuhne announces that Ed Steward passed away on Saturday, April 9th 

from an unexpected heart attack.  As the co-founder and Vice President of 

Process Technology, Ed’s technical contributions as well as his friendship and 

sense of humor will be greatly missed at American Kuhne.   

 

In January, 1997 Ed co-founded American Kuhne with his good friend and 

colleague, Bill Kramer along with Peter Kuhne, President of Kuhne GmbH in St. 

Augustine, Germany. Prior to that he was employed at the Davis Standard 

Corporation for 24 years as the Chief Process Engineer.  His responsibilities 

included screw design and application engineering along with processing 

related tasks that insured extrusion systems would meet the designated 

performance goals.  

 

Ed had been a member of the Society of Plastics Engineers since 1973 and was 

recognized as a Fellow Of The Society in May 2006.  Ed also received the Bruce 
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Maddock Award from the Society of Plastics Engineers Extrusion Division in 

recognition of his contributions to single screw extrusion in May 2004. 

 

Ed’s educational experience included a Bachelor of Science degree in 

Mechanical engineering from the University of Connecticut.  Ed has written 

numerous papers for various extrusion societies and publications on screw 

design and related topics.  These included general screw performance, data 

acquisition for screw design, screw wear, co-extrusion articles, vented extrusion 

and grooved feed extrusion. 

 

Ed was a devoted husband to his wife Rita, deeply involved in his church, an 

accomplished golfer and tennis player, as well as an overall sports enthusiast.  In 

addition to his high performance Steward Barrier Screws, he was well known for 

his gentle demeanor and outstanding sense of humor. 

 

Services will be held at the Old Mystic Baptist Church, 151 Shewville Road, 

Mystic, CT  06355, on April 30, 2011 at 1:00 PM.   He will be greatly missed by his 

family, friends, colleagues, and customers. 
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About American Kuhne, Inc. 

American Kuhne, Inc. is a leading worldwide supplier of standard and 

customized single screw extruders, feed screws, extrusion systems and extrusion 

process controllers. Customers range from small custom extrusion shops to 

Fortune 500 and 1000 companies. They rely on American Kuhne products for 

superior design and value, as well as American Kuhne’s engineering and service 

specialists for exceptional long-term support. AK was founded on three basic 

core values: Supply the most advanced machinery with the best process 

support and outstanding customer service.  

Unmatched in the industry, the company offers:  

• No Risk Guarantee 

• Three Year Warranty 

• 24/7 Service  

• Wet Testing Prior to Shipment 

• Free Spare Parts 

• Fair Spare Parts Pricing 

Extruder sizes range from 1/2” through 12-inch. They are designed and built in 

Ashaway, RI. Turnkey pipe, tubing and profile systems are also developed, tested 

and manufactured within their plant. In addition, the company also maintains a 

fully instrumented extrusion lab with a high-speed computerized data acquisition 

system available for free customer trials.      ### 

 


